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The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
TAMMY BALDWIN, a Senator from the
State of Wisconsin.

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, who inhabits eternity,
You have given us the gift of this day.
We will rejoice and be glad in it.

May our lawmakers never forget that
they borrow their heartbeats from You.
Lord, continue to sustain our Senators
and give them all they need to glorify
Your Holy Name. May Your Spirit so
move them that they will live exem-
plary lives. Lord, compel them to be
just and honest in all their dealings.
May they remember that our country
is no better than our citizens and no
stronger than its commitment to right-
eousness.

We pray in Your righteous Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant bill clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 22, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, para-

graph 3, of the Standing Rules of the

Senate

Senate, I hereby appoint the Honorable
TAMMY BALDWIN, a Senator from the
State of Wisconsin, to perform the du-
ties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Ms. BALDWIN thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

—————

INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
last night, the Senate took a vote on
whether to proceed to a debate on in-
frastructure. Unfortunately, our Re-
publican colleagues blocked the Senate
from taking this first entirely proce-
dural step.

I understand that the effort to finish
the text of the bipartisan bill has pro-
gressed since I announced this vote last
week. The negotiators have made sig-
nificant progress, but there are still
some outstanding issues. Therefore, at
the end of the vote yesterday, I
changed my response to a no so that I
may move to reconsider the vote at a
future time.

My colleagues on both sides of the
aisle should be assured, as majority
leader, I have every intention of pass-
ing both major infrastructure pack-
ages, the Dbipartisan infrastructure
framework and a budget resolution
with reconciliation instructions, before
we leave for the August recess. I laid
out that precise schedule at the end of
June, and I intend to stick with it.

A new report by the chief economist
at Moody’s, Mark Zandi, hardly a lib-
eral economist, someone who actually
served as an economic adviser to Sen-
ator McCain, concluded that both
major infrastructure proposals are es-
sential to maximize our economic po-
tential—mot just one, both. And, to-
gether, they would give a massive
boost to the economy, ease inflation
pressures, create jobs, increase produc-
tivity, and reduce income inequality.

These are incredibly worthy goals,
and the Senate is going to keep work-
ing on both tracks of infrastructure in
order to achieve them.

———

NOMINATION OF TRACY STONE-
MANNING

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
now on another matter, today in the
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee, President Biden’s nominee to
lead the Bureau of Land Management,
Tracy Stone-Manning, will receive a
vote to advance her nomination to the
Senate floor.

While it sometimes flies under the
radar, the Bureau of Land Management
is responsible for overseeing nearly 250
million acres of public lands and 700
million acres of mineral rights, a vast
track of the United States of America.
No Agency is more important to the
maintenance of public lands for public
use. BLM, the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, that is, will play a huge role in
the fight against climate change as
well.

Over the past 4 years under Donald
Trump, the Agency abandoned its mis-
sion, shrunk public lands, targeted our
national monuments, and opened up
those beautiful landscapes for cor-
porate industrial development. In
short, the next leader of the Bureau of
Land Management has a tall order in
restoring and protecting America’s
public lands.

Ms. Stone-Manning is exceedingly
qualified to take on this important job.
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